
Spanish North America Guided Reading Questions 

1. What impact did exploration have on Native-Americans, Africans, and Europeans? 

- N-A were enslaved and many died of diseases like measles and smallpox. 

- Africans were forced into slavery – 10 million were sold into slavery. 

- Europeans decided to migrate to the Americas. 

- Exploration caused competition between countries.  

2. Describe the Columbian Exchange. 

- Items like corn, potatoes, tobacco were sent from the Americans to Europe/Africa. 

- Items like horses, cattle, sugar, coffee, LOTS of diseases came from Europe to 

Americas 

3. Describe the fall of the Aztec Empire. 

- The Spanish arrive in 1519 – led by the Conquistador Hernando Cortez. 

- The Aztec think he’s a God and give all the gold he wants.  

- By 1521, the Aztec Empire falls because of fighting and diseases. (20 million to 2 

million) 

4. What was the Spanish pattern of conquest? 

- Created a mestizo culture by marrying N-A women – mix of European and N-A blood 

- Encomienda System was used to enslave N-A. It ended in 1542 but began to bring 

African slaves. 

5. Describe New Spain. 

- Spanish owned all of the Americas – Southwest, Florida, Mexico, the Caribbean, and 

South America (except Brazil) 

6. Describe the founding of New Mexico. 

- The capital becomes Santa Fe. (1610) 

- The Spanish were looking for natural resources and want to Christianize the N-A.  

7. Describe the missions the Spanish opened in Texas. 

- Mission San Jose and San Miguel de Aguayo opens in 1720 near San Antonio. 

- Missions included living spaces, worship space, spaces to work (weaving cotton and 

wool.) 

8. Describe the missions the Spanish opened in California. 

- Founded by Junipero Serra – there’s 21 missions, each a day’s walk from one 

another. 

- Teach European ways to N-A and secure the land for the Spanish.  

9. How did Native-Americans resist the Spanish? 

-  In 1680, the Pueblo people led by Pope rebel against Spain. 

- 17,000 N-A killed priest, settler, and destroyed churches. 

- For about 12 years the Spanish were kept out of New Mexico.  
 



 


