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Farmers’ Problems

• Crop prices fell

• Farmers had no cash, went further into 

debt, and their lenders foreclosed on their 

mortgages

• The railroad companies charged outrageous 

prices to ship crops (no regulation!)
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Different Groups Representing 
Farmers’ Interests

• 1867: The Patrons of Husbandry (The Grange) focused 

on trying to regulate the railroads.

• 1880s: Farmers’ Alliance and Colored Farmers’ 

National Alliance focused on educating farmers on low-

interests loans and government control over the 

railroads and banks. Had 4 million members in South 

and West.

• 1892: Birth of the Populist, or People’s Party



Farmers’ Demands –
Populist Party Platform 

1. Increase money supply – the backing of money by 

both gold and silver (bimetalism)

2. A graduated income tax – tax based on personal 

income

3. Federal loan program to farmers

4. Election of US Senators by popular vote 

5. Single terms for presidents 

6. Eight-hour workday 

7. Restrictions on immigration 



1892 Presidential Election 

• Populist won 10% of the popular vote

• Five Populist Senators were elected

• Three governors 

• 1,500 state legislators 

• Populist platform eventually became a part of the Democratic 
Party platform



1892 Presidential Election: Populist candidate won over 
a million votes!



1896 Election

Democrats – 1890s Republicans – 1890s

• Southerners

• Wealthy farmers

• Supported low tariffs 

(wanted other countries to 

buy their crops)

• Northerners

• Wealthy business men 

(connected to the railroad)

• Southern African 

Americans (poor farmers)

• Supported high tariffs 

(didn’t want to compete 

with other countries’ 

products)
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1896 Election

• Populists decide to improve their chances by supporting the 

Democratic candidate, William Jennings Bryan, who agreed to 

support the silver-backed dollar.

• Bryan gets 6.5 million of the popular vote and 176 electoral 

votes and McKinley gets 7 million of the popular vote and 271 

electoral votes.  

• Populism collapse 

• Movement leaves two powerful legacies: 

1. Ordinary people could organize and have a political impact 

2. An agenda of social reforms – many of which are enacted in the 

20th century.



1896 Presidential Election: Bryan loses but 
carries most of the South and West


