
Acquiring New Lands Guided Reading Questions 
 

1. Describe military rule in Puerto Rico? 
- The military under the control of General Miles controlled Puerto Rico. 

2. What is the Foraker Act? 
- Ended military rule 
- President of the US appointed governor and upper house 

representatives. 
- Puerto Rican people elected lower house representatives.   

3. What role did American soldiers play in Cuba after the Spanish-
American War? 
- Helped farmers, provided food and clothing, and through sanitation 

and research eliminated yellow fever. 
- US military controlled Cuba and even left those who served under the 

Spanish in charge.   
4. What is the Platt Amendment? 

- Cuba could not go into debt or make treaties. 
- US could intervene in Cuba whenever and could lease land (ex. 

Guantanamo Bay) 
5. What is a protectorate? 

- A country who is partially controlled by a stronger nation. 
6. Why did the US maintain a strong political presence in Cuba? 

- To protect American businesses in the island.   
7. Who was Emilio Aguinaldo? 

- A Filipino rebel who wanted independence. 
8. Describe the Philippine-American War. 

- US  forced Filipinos into designated areas – poor sanitation, no food, 
and many died of disease.   

- US wins – last 3 years (starts in 1899) 
- 4,000 Americans die – 20,000 Filipinos die 
- Cost $400 million  

9. What were the effects of the Philippine-American War? 
- US remains in control  
- US President appointed the governor and upper house  
- Filipinos appointed lower house. 
- Get their independence on July 4, 1946 

10. What are the Open Door Notes? 
- Said that all nations could trade with China.  China’s door was opened 

for everyone.   
11. What was the Boxer Rebellion? 

- Boxers were Chinese – they killed foreigners in China. (1900) 
- The US and other nations send troops to stop the rebellion.   

12. What three things did Americans believe about the US industrialist 
capitalist economy?  
1. US need to export lots of products 
2. Foreign markets needed to remain open to the US  



3. US markets would fail without foreign trade  
13. Describe the Anti-Imperialist League.  

- Disliked imperialism because they thought it was wrong to rule other 
without their permission.   

 


