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The essays below all got a 6 out of 6!  

 

Prompt: Compare and contrast the differences between the Southwest Spanish settlements and the English 

colonies in North America in the 17th century. 

Sample Essay 1  

After the discovery of the New World, Spain initially dominated both the exploration and the colonization 

of the American continents. However, by the 17th century, Spanish control had loosened allowing England to 

establish its own settlements along the coast of North America which developed into the thirteen colonies. Spain 

and England generally took differing approaches to colonizations within their respective regions specifically in 

the areas of religion and economics, but their approach to interactions with the natives was similar. 

 One of the most distinct differences between the Spanish settlements and the English colonies was their 

religious purpose. The purpose of the English colonist was to create an environment of religious freedom while 

the Spanish were motivated by a desire to convert the natives to Catholicism. The Northern or New England 

colonies had much stronger religious roots than the colonies in the South. The founders of these colonies were 

Puritans who had faced religious persecution back in England. A group of Puritan Separatists, very devout and 

convicted members of Puritanism, set sail for America aboard the Mayflower in 1620 and landed in the Plymouth 

Bay area. Several years later, another group of Puritans arrived and settled the Massachusetts Bay area under the 

leadership of John Winthrop. The colonists’ religious desires centered around creating a land where they could 

freely practice their religion. In contrast, the Spanish conquistadors were focused on converting natives, who they 

viewed as savages, to Catholicism. Thousands of natives were forcibly converted, and their religious customs and 

buildings were often subdued or destroyed. The Spanish set up a system of missions that were used to convert 

natives. The Catholic Church also played a central role in creating settlements. Founded in 1609, New Mexico 

was established for the purpose of converting Indians to Christianity. While both the Spanish and the English had 

religious motivations, the colonists’ were passive while those of conquistadors were aggressive. 

 Another prominent difference between the southern and Spanish settlements and northern English 

colonies was their economic practices, the primary variation being that the English focused on a successful trade 

economy while the Spanish focused on the acquisition of material wealth. Both in the northern and southern 

colonies, trade and agriculture were central. The colonies of New England were based as small, tight-knit farming 

communities that gradually grew to include modest manufacturing industries such as fishing and shipbuilding. 

The southern English colonies, like Virginia and the Carolinas, created economies based on agricultural 

plantations, specifically rice and tobacco plantations. In both cases, the colonies maintained a mercantilist trade 

economy strictly with the mother country. Trade was regulated by the Navigation Acts established in the mid-

1600s. This economic approach contrasted widely with that of the Spanish conquistadors who were consumed by 



a desire for precious metals namely gold and silver. Their primary aspiration was to increase their personal wealth 

and prestige as well as that of their mother country. There was little trade or industrial building in the Spanish 

settlements which set them apart from the English colonies. 

 Though the two groups differed in many aspects, both the English and the Spanish had negative 

relationships with the natives in their lands. The English had wars with the natives both in the north and in the 

south. The Anglo-Powhatan Wars of 1614 and 1644 took place in Virginia and resulted in the deaths of many 

natives and the expulsion of the tribe from the Virginia area. King Philip's War of 1675 took place in 

Massachusetts with a similar negative outcome for the natives. Likewise, the Spanish had destructive relationships 

with the Indians in the southern part of the continent. Spanish conquistadors led by Cortéz invaded the Aztec city 

of Tinachtitlán and thousands of the natives there were killed by the invaders or disease brought by them. Through 

the North American continent, Europeans, and both Spanish and English, fought and conquered the natives. 

 The New England colonies in the north and the Spanish settlements in the south had many contrasting 

characteristics. Religious and economic purposes were very different in each region though their view of natives 

as disposable was shared. 

 

Sample Essay 2 

 The Spanish and English colonies in the North and South America marked the beginnings of an entirely 

new western world. The Spanish first conquered areas in South America, such as Mexico, slowly working their 

way up north, and built a very strong and successful new empire. The English were also able to develop a new 

society in the north east, and eventually the modern day U.S. However despite the fact of having similar motives 

in the beginning, the Spanish and English colonies were very different in their foundation, success, treatment of 

native peoples, and lasting cultural impacts. 

 The Spanish empire was the first to conquer the New World around 1520. One of the most important was 

the conquest of Mexico that began in 1519. After being welcomed by the Aztecs, Hernan Cortes of the Spanish 

empire laid siege to the city when the Aztecs decided to attack. This was known as the Noche Triste of June 

30,1520. This led to the fall of the Aztecs, and a quick spread of the Spanish culture, language, and people 

throughout Mexico. From this expansion came the immediate success for the Spanish.  They were able to spread 

Catholicism, build cathedrals, set up printing presses and universities, and the mission systems in California. In 

contrast, the English were no where near as successful with their initial attempts to colonization. One of their first 

attempts at conquering North America was the settlement on North Carolina’s Roanoke Island in 1585, 

established by Sir Walter Raleigh. Unfortunately, this colony mysteriously vanished, meaning the English had 

failed at colonization. Their first successful colony, however did not begin with great triumph and success like 

the Spanish. This colony was the Jamestown Colony, established by the Virginia Company of London in 1607. 

This colony suffered greatly at its start, losing colonists during the voyage of 1606-1607, and then once on the 

shore, settlers died by the dozens from diseases, malnutrition, and starvation. It was not until after this hardship 



that the English were successful at colonization. All in all, the Spanish foundation of their colonies began much 

more successfully than the English. 

 Another drastic difference between these settlements was in the way that each went about handling the 

natives of the Americas. Although both were similar in unfairly murdering, enslaving, and destroying the native 

peoples, there is a great contrast. The Spanish after conquering and settling the lands, attempted to incorporate 

the indigenous culture into their own. Through intermarriage with the Indians, introduction of their language and 

culture, and force of their Catholic religion. For most of the natives, these were easy to adapt to, and this eventually 

created a new race in Mexico called Mestizos. On the other hand, the English were not nearly as inclusive as the 

Spanish. Beginning in Jamestown, the governor, Lord De La Warr, declared war on the Indians of the Powhatan 

Confederacy. The Virginian troops raided native villages, burned their crops, confiscated provisions and torched 

their cornfields. This was the first Anglo-Powhatan War of 1614. Eventually, there was a second Anglo-Powhatan 

War in 1644, in which the Indians were defeated again. This time, the war was ended by a peace treaty in 1646, 

which separated Indians from their native lands. Overall, the Spanish proved to have a much more inclusive, 

integral, and tolerated way of treating the Native Americans, while the English completely despised them and 

tried to remove any and all of what they called “savages.” 

 Despite the many differences between the two settlements, there is one great similarity. Both the Spanish 

and English displayed similar characteristics when they set off on their adventures in the New World. These 

countries, at the time before colonization, had a strong,unified nation under a popular monarch, a certain degree 

of religious unity after conflicts between Protestants and Catholics and the Protestant Reformation, a sense of 

nationalism, and a large population. This is an important similarity because it shows that these colonies were 

started under the same circumstances, but had completely different outcomes in the New World. 

 All in all, Spain set out to find glorious treasures and build an enormous empire, and were able to do that. 

The English also bought this goal and were successful, but they were not as initially successful. The intentions of 

both countries were similar, but both enacted them differently, and both ended in very contrasting ways. 

 

 

Sample Essay 3  

 In the 15th century, Christopher Columbus landed in the Americas and claimed land for Spain. Other 

European nations, such and England, followed in suit.  Spanish and English colonists in the Americas were similar 

in the fact they both faced hostility in the Native Americans, and they were both motivated to explore by  religion; 

however, the Spanish came to the the Americas to spread their religion to the natives; the English, to escape 

religious persecution: and the economies of their colonies were based on gold and tobacco, respectively. 

 Both the Spanish and the English faced hostile natives when settling in the Americas. In Central America, 

the Aztec Empire, Hernando Cortes of Spain was originally welcomed by the King, Montezuma, who thought 

Cortes was God.  Upon realizing Cortez was not a God and was stealing Aztec gold, the natives attacked the 



Spaniards. In North America, the Powhatan tribe attacked the English who settled on the East Coast.  There were 

two Anglo Powhatan wars between these two groups.  Ultimately, Spain and England shared another similarity- 

not only were they attacked by the natives; both were successful in brutally defeating the natives. 

 Another similarity between the Spanish and English is that both had religious motivation to colonize the 

New World.  However, upon further analyzing their motivation, it is more different than similar.  In 1492, Isabella 

of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon, the Spanish monarchy, expelled the Muslim moors from their country.  In a 

surge of religious pride, Christopher Columbus was sent to the New World and converted the natives to 

Christianity.  In England, however, it was the Puritans who were expelled from the country and sailed to America, 

where, fortunately, they found religious freedom. Puritanism was founded in the wake of the English Protestant 

Reformation and the principle that the Anglican Church was not reformed enough.   

 Another difference between the Spanish and English colonies was their economies.  The Spanish found 

gold in North America, and sent it to Spain to feed Spain’s economy.  The founders of Jamestown, Virginia, and 

English settlement, while seeking gold, failed to establish a solid foundation for the colony.  Unlike the Spanish, 

the ENglish turned their focus off of gold and onto farming tobacco, and unlike Spain, this led to the foundation 

of more permanent settlements.  The English no longer had to search for gold; they could build a permanent 

society around the crops they planted and would harvest. 

During the Age of Exploration, many europeans had new technologies and desires to explore the globe.  

Two powerhouses of exploration, Spain and England, landed the Americas and claimed the land for themselves.  

Their colonies were similar because their inhabitants faced hostility from the natives, and the colonies were 

religious in origin.  They were different because the Spanish came to the Americas to spread their Religion, and 

the English Colonists were escaping religious persecution at home.  Also, their economies were based on old and 

farming, respectively, and this difference impacted the structures of their colonies.  The Spanish, in constant 

search for gold, established less permanent settlements than the English, who learned to settle and farm in their 

colonies.   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


